We investigated the formation of #{246}-aminolevulinic acid (ALA)pyrrole and subsequent color development used in determin-in9 ALA in urine. Of three condensation reagents examined-acetylacetone, ethyl acetoacetate, and methyl acetoacetate-the last was the best. When the ALA-pyrrole is reacted with Ehrlich's reagent in ethyl acetate according to Acetylacetone, ethyl and methyl acetoacetates, and p-dimethylaminobenzaldehyde (DMAB) were from Nakarai
one procedure, the optimum concentration of perchlonc acid in the reagent is 0.5 to 1 .0 mol/L. Its optimum concentration is 1.0 to 2.3 mol/L when the reaction takes place in water. Such data are reported here.
Materials and Methods

Apparatus
We used a Model 100-40 spectrophotometer (Hitachi, Ltd., Tokyo, Japan) to measure absorbances (1-cm light path) at 553 nm, and a Hitachi 
Chemicals and Reagents
All chemicals used were of analytical 
Procedure
The determination was carried out according to the method ofTomokuni and Ogata (5). In part ofthe study we used the original method of Mauzerall and Granick (1). we recommend its use as the condensation reagent in any of the above methods. 
Results and Discussion
1.225
Each value is the mean of triplicate analyses; 0.2 mL of each condensation reagent was used. 
